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Woman's Work in Municipalities. By MARY RlTTER BEARD. 
National Municipal League Series. New York and London, D. 
Apple ton and Company, 1915. — xi, 344 pp. 

This is primarily a book of facts — a collection of concrete instances 
of work done by women in the various phases of municipal enterprise , 
selected from cities large and small in all parts of the United States. 
In education, in public health, recreation, corrections, and so on 
throughout the list of specific departments which carry on the work of 
the modern city, Mrs. Beard has studied the situation to find out just 
what women have done or are doing. Her data has been obtained 
partly at first hand, partly from such periodicals as The American City 
and The Survey. The result is an impressive record of the scope and 
variety of women's public interests. 

In their approach to public problems, Mrs. Beard shows clearly that 
women exhibit marked initiative and determination. They have been 
■" inventors " as well as " routineers," as many an experiment in edu- 
cational or social work bears witness. They tend to emphasize the 
need of reform or improvement, and underestimate the difficulties in- 
volved in meeting it — an attitude which has apparently been successful 
in getting good results. The author has deliberately and wisely refrained 
from the attempt to evaluate the part that women are taking in civic 
affairs. It presses upon page limits merely to give selected instances 
from the wide range of their activity, and the reader is left to draw 
his own conclusions. She has also avoided the spirit of propaganda. 
Facts are presented in a non-partisan manner not any too frequently 
met with in a day of " causes." 

The subject matter will make its first appeal to those actively inter- 
ested in civic affairs. They will find stimulus and suggestion in the 
broad and imaginative way in which women are dealing with these 
matters. For the wider circle of general readers, the book will rescue 
from its frequent vague generalization the role of women in American 
cities. Much importance has been attached to the obvious connection 
between the welfare of the family and the proper exercise of municipal 
functions. Civic affairs are often referred to as matters of essential 
interest to women and as a most appropriate field for their public 
activity. Mrs. Beard is the first, so far as we know, to attempt a sum- 
mary of the movement as a whole and to show by exact illustration 
what women are doing in every phase of municipal activity. 

Emilie J. Hutchinson. 
Columbia University. 



